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“The Storefront Makeover Program” 

There is currently a new program in
operation in downtown Cleveland
to enhance the visual appearance
of empty historic storefronts. We are
working with several local artists to offer
building owners with storefront window
space—completely free of charge—the
opportunity to have their storefronts
freshly made-over with tasteful art
exhibits. Some will have themes of
helping to foster a litter free/recycling
mindset in our city, while others will be
themed accordingly to property owners’
preferences.

For the owner of the building the
program will make the space available
for rent/lease much more marketable to
potential occupiers of the space—as well
as inspire onlookers as to just how classy
a genuine and historic downtown retail
space can look when displayed just the
way they were in their heydays.

When visitors come downtown they tend
to be polarized in “districts” and do not
venture beyond them. By filling all the
in-space between the districts with
window displays, it will sort of act as a
magnet to draw walkers to observe the
displays.

Finally, for the participating artists, this
program will offer free advertising for
their art, and direct onlookers to places
where they may be able to purchase their
art. So, the program also potentially helps
other businesses downtown. The retail

Window Cleaners

spaces will be freshly cleaned inside and
out, as well as the walks in front of the
space. Anyone wishing to participate in
the opportunity and for further details
should contact Vicky Poole or Robert
Carillio at: 440-225-0723 or 330-393-
4448

“Open Studio Project”

Artists Peg Asensio and Barbara Zilko of
Lorain spurred by the volunteer efforts of
property owner Joe Skodny organized a
downtown storefront art project. The
project began last spring with a theme of
large papeir-mache Easter eggs. There
efforts moved forward with flowers and
bugs adorning the old Woolworth and
Seymor Jewelers buildings through the
summer. The butterflies created for these
displays were memorials to honor those
affected by cancer.

With support from Lorain Growth Corp.,
Asensio would like to expand the
program to fill all the downtown
windows. There are currently about 20
artists participating. The next displays
will feature the Mardi Gras for winter and
umbrellas for spring. For more
information you can contact Lorain
Growth Corp.
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