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In Deanna Adams’ new book, Confessions of a Not-So-Good
Catholic Girl (Infinity Publishing Company, 2009, $19.95), we
are taken through Deanna’s life via colorful and witty essays.
As you witness the adventures and editorials of these stories
you start to realize how much of you is in these pages.

Deanna grew up in Lakeline, Ohio. The town’s population has
grown since 1956 from 70 to 165. It is a minute town of % of a
mile 18 miles east of Cleveland on the shores of Lake Erie. I
started yearning for the kind of world she describes in her small
town. People were friendly, kids ran and roamed through
everyone’s large yards and pride was taken in just living and
being. She imparts a golden nugget of wisdom about how and
where she grew up, “It’s where I learned that a small house can
hold as much life, and love, as a big one. And where I learned
how to play well with others.”

Visiting this Midwestern upbringing brings much charm and
laughter particularly if you remember watching The Gene
Carroll Show and Polka Varieties on the “boob tube” with your
annoying brother constantly pestering you. Deanna’s
grandparents lived with her family and came equipped with
their own arsenal of traditional routines and old-fashioned
musings. These are the types of memories that stick with you
and are used as learning points as you grow up. There are many
instances where this takes place in the author’s teenage years
and adulthood. And of course, because of this, reading these
essays makes you wander through similar situations you had
with or without the same results.

The author’s brutal |
honesty makes this book 1
all the more real. She nad
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takes us through
adolescent behavior
(smoking, shoplifting) to
teenage coolness (boys,
beer, hitchhiking) and
adult, well adult...issues.
The author gives us a
guest seat through her
first marriage and
subsequent divorce
complete with clearly
written mistakes and
postscripts.

Author, Deanna Adams
We continue to be entertained by the author’s job escapades, her
biker romance to her now husband and of course, the obligatory
parenting stories. The way these stories are presented however,
is so honest and funny that the fact they belong to an ordinary
person makes them more endearing.

As this story of essays takes us through the author’s parenthood
and into her 50’s she leaves us with vital lessons on what she
has taken stock of. All things, that if we abide by, will make
this place more hospitable and happy. Just like growing up in
Lakeline, Ohio.

Now the Catholic part. No fear here. Deanna interweaves
Catholic sense through her stories in a soft, witty yet pertinent
way. Ifyou are Catholic, you will appreciate her humor
towards the traditions yet respect and be thankful for the
doctrine. If you are not Catholic, you will get a chance to really
witness its guidance on an individual without all the dogma and
sensationalism. You just might find yourself wanting to go to
church.
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